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KEY PASSAGE:
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”. Romans 3:23.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
What does it mean to sin? To sin is to think, speak, or behave in any way that goes against
God and His commands.

CHRIST CONNECTION:

People disobeyed God, so God mixed up their language and spread the people over the
earth. One day, Jesus will bring His people back together. People from every language will
worship Him together.

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

In Genesis 11, Noah’s family had grown and began to rebuild the earth’s popu-
lation. At some point along the way, they decided to ignore God’s command to
spread out and subdue the earth for God’s glory. Instead, the people decided to
build a tower to show their greatness. Their motivation was both obvious and
arrogant.

Read Psalm 127:1-2. These verses provide a blatant reminder that God is the only
true builder. His glory is our only proper motivation. Additionally, this psalm gives
us a promise that those who love God will be able to rest from being driven by
selfish motivation.

Doesn’t it sound pretty attractive to be able to rest from selfish motivation that
plagues so much of our thinking and behaviour? In God’s economy, He’s less wor-
ried with the outcome of our decisions and more concerned with the reason for
our decisions. That’s not to say that it doesn’t matter what we do. Rather, if our
motivation is right—if our hearts are right—our actions will follow. And not only
will our motivation and behavior honor God, but much of the anxiety of life will
fade away too.

When was the last time you measured your motivation? Is the driving force be-
hind what you do making a name for yourself, your kids, or even your church? Or
is the primary desire driving your life boasting in the name of Christ? Read Psalm
127:1 again. May we be driven by God’s glory and not our own.
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1. GAMES

OPTION 1: STAND AGAINST

Invite kids to play a game similar to “Si-
mon Says.” Call out a command, preceding
it with “Simon says ... .” (“Simon says touch
your nose.”) Explain that kids should play
this game opposite of the usual method.
When Simon says to do something, do not
do it. But if you do not say, “Simon says
...,” then kids should do the command.
Suggested commands: Sit down, clap your
hands, turn around in a circle, pat your
belly, do a silly dance, pretend you are
sleeping, do a push up, stand on one foot.

SAY: Can anyone tell me what it means to
rebel? [Allow kids to respond.] To rebel

is to stand against or oppose the one in
authority. In our game, ‘Simon’ was in a
position of authority. Who has authority in
our lives? (teachers, leaders, parents, God)
As we will learn today, all people have re-
belled against God. What does that mean?
What are the consequences? We’ll soon
find out.

OPTION 2: ON THE “THRONE”

Before the session, set up chairs in a

circle with the backs of the chairs toward
the center. Remove one chair so you have
one less chair than the number of players.
Instruct kids to walk around the circle
while you play music. When you pause the
music, everyone should find a seat. The
player left standing will choose a remain-
ing number. The player sitting in that chair
is out. Remove that player’s chair from the
circle, too. Play additional rounds as time
allows.

SAY: Only one person could sit in each
chair. When you hear today’s Bible story,
remember a throne. We’re going to talk
about who sits on the ‘throne’ in your life.
Is it you? Or God? Or someone else?

25 2. INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY

We’ve been talking a lot about sin. The big truth about sin is important to understanding the
Bible. We’ve heard three Bible stories about how sin changed everything.

Sin entered the world through Adam and Eve, and it spread to all people. God hates sin, but
He loves people. He judged sin by sending a flood but spared Noah on the ark. After Noah
got off the ark, God commanded Noah and his family, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the
earth’ (Gen. 9:1). This was the same command God gave to Adam and Eve in Genesis 1.

God created people in His own image and for His own glory. He commanded people to
spread out on the earth to live as His representatives. As we will see in today’s Bible story,
people rebel against God. They turned against God long ago, and people still rebel against
Him today. One way people rebel is by seeking their own glory.

Open your Bible to Genesis 10-11. Read the story and/or watch the childrens story on the
Sunday Scrum.
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3. REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY

Invite the children to form groups of two or three. Give each group an equal number
of blocks. Encourage each group to build the tallest tower they can in two minutes.
Congratulate the team with the tallest tower when time is up. Change teams and play
again.

SAY: You all built some great towers! In today’s Bible story, the people worked together to
build a tower, but God was not happy about what they were doing. They disobeyed and did
not spread out like God told them to. Then they tried to make themselves great instead

of God by building a tower. God knew it was not good for them to continue in their sin.

He mixed up the people’s words so they would have to spread out and fill the earth like He
said. When we try to make ourselves look greater than God, God steps in and reminds us
He is greatest of all. God sent Jesus to save people from sin and bring them back together.
One day, people from all over the world will worship Jesus together. Jesus deserves all the

glory.

4. GROUP DISCUSSION

Ask the following questions. Lead the kids to discuss their answers.

SAY: Why did God confuse the people’s language?

Help the kids to understand that the people did not obey God. God commanded them to
scatter after the flood, filling the earth and glorifying God. Instead, the people settled in
one place and tried to glorify themselves. God saw what was happening and confused their
language so they would obey His command. Help the kids consider times when God may
do something in our life that seems bad for us, but is actually for our own good.

SAY: Why does God deserve all glory?

Help the kids understand that God is worthy of all honor and glory because of who He is.
God is our Creator, our Sustainer, our Savior and our King. Only He is worthy of glory, honor,
and praise because only He is perfect in every way. Help the kids to understand that God
created people to bring Himself glory.

SAY: Will there ever be a time when all people are brought back together?

Help the kids understand that one day, Jesus will return. When He does, He will bring
together all people who believe in Him from all tribes and tongues. Help kids to understand
that there will be a new heaven and a new earth where Jesus will reign forever. There,
everyone will bring Jesus glory and honor and praise forever.
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28 4. REFLECTION & PRAYER

Distribute a sheet of paper and pencil to each kid. Ask the kids to write about or draw a
picture to answer the following questions:

*  What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?
¢ What does this story teach me about myself?
e  Who can | tell about this story?

Be sure to send the sheets home with the kids along with the activity pages so parents can
continue to discuss the Bible story with their kids.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to complete the Bible story coloring
page. Pray for your group.

NOTES:
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5. ACTIVITIES
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puzzle. The words can be left to right, up and down,

or diagonally.

Find the words on the list that are hidden in the
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6. CRAFT
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WORD SEARCH
Find the words on the list that are hidden in the

TOWER OF BABEL

puzzle. The words can be left to right, up and down,

ar diagonally.
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