Scripture reference: Get Ready! Ezra, Nehemiah and the Return of the Exiles
Story summary: In today’s lesson, you are learning about Ezra and Nehemiah. When Ezra learned that the people
were not living according to God’s laws, he arranged for the people to hear the law taught and explained. When the
people heard God’s rules (laws), they realised they could not keep them and they were sad and afraid. But then they
remembered that it is not the rules that save them, but God that saves them. Ezra and Nehemiah loved God and were
having a party because of all the amazing things God had done for them and because it is not the rules that save
them, but God that saves them.
Optional Lesson Strengthening: Imagine going to the doctor because your leg hurts. He takes an x-ray of your leg,
then tells you, “Ok, here’s your x-ray, now you’re all fixed up!” That wouldn’t be very helpful right? Getting an x-ray
doesn’t fix your broken bone. It just shows the doctor where the problem is so he knows how to fix it! Sometimes we
have x-rays, or tests that show us we have a problem. That’s what our story is about today. It’s about God’s people,
and a problem they had—sin. The law of God is a lot like an x-ray. Hearing God’s law doesn’t fix our problem of sin, in
fact, it’s the Law that shows us we have a problem in the first place! We can read God’s Word and ask ourselves if we
have obeyed everything in it. We might try really hard to do everything that the Bible says and fix our own sin, but
following the Law isn’t the answer, because it’s impossible for us to obey it perfectly. The law shows us our great
need for God! And God has provided us with the cure for our sin: Jesus. We don’t need to try to be perfect because
that’s impossible. All we need is faith in Jesus.
Activities:
What you need:
Template
Colouring in crayons or pencils
Erasor
Scissors*
*Cut out the Gr 1-2 puzzle pieces in advance
Further discussion: From the very beginning God knew that the Law wouldn’t be able to save us, because we
wouldn’t be able to obey it. Before God created the world He knew that we would sin against Him, and the only way
for our sin to be forgiven would be for Him to come to earth to rescue us. Long ago God promised His people that He
would send a rescuer, a Messiah to save them from sin. Jesus is our rescuer, and when we trust in Him, our sins are
forgiven and we can be close to God again!
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